
ONE of the things I liked about the
animation project was the opportunity it
gave people to work and play together.

They could experiment by imagining
themselves to be someone else and also
to play around with different voices.

Gary Brown

IT was fun doing it, making the models with
p l a s t i c i n e.

Steve was very good in putting it all
together. It was nice to see the finished
animation.

Mandy Bowers

I LIKED making the models and I
thought it was good fun.

Kerry Lagan
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CREATING a superhero wasn©t easy. Creating an animated film for
him to star in was even more demanding. But service user s at our
drop in at Skelton Civic Hall, more than rose to the challenge.

People were supported by Steve Thompson (pictured abov e) from
the University of Teesside to take the group and the project from
storyboard to DVD. Pauline Pendry (Project Coordinator) ex-
plained, "We wanted to get the message across that we©re all
different and we all bring something unique to the organisation
which should be valued". Jane and Nick (Day Service Organisers)
put their heads together with service users and came up with a
script and storyboard to help explain what diversity is all about. It
wasn©t long before superhero ©Diversity Dave© was born, with the
strap line ©you don©t have to be a Superhero to make diversity
w o rk . ©

The introductory session was comprised of a screeni ng of several
videos made other by community groups. It demonstrated to our
group that you didn't need to work for Disney or Pixar to produce an

animated film. At the next session, service users started to create
characters out of plasticine.

The following week saw shooting begin. The characters were
carefully placed on their marks and were filmed frame by frame
moving them across the set very very slowly. People were very
patient as the film took quite a while to take shape. In the final week
the characters including Diversity Dave were given voices b y
service users which were then speeded up to sound more cartoon
like. Graham Aitken played his guitar so the film h ad its very own
unique soundtrack.

Everyone really enjoyed the experience and people had a great
laugh, especially watching Diversity Dave (alias Nick ) get his lines
wrong several times. The evidence can now be seen on You Tube!

The Diversity Dave Animation Workshops were facilitated b y
Digital Discovery Route (DDR) & Social Inclusion Demo nstrators
(SID). If you would like to see the animation visit
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I THINK it was good the way they did the
voices because they©d changed my voice to
a cartoon voice.

I had a very long sentence to say and I got
it wrong about four times in the rehearsal
because I kept getting tongue tied and we
were all laughing. It was really good to see
the final result. The people watching the
exhibition said it was very good and I was
pleased.

Linda Batty

Animation Workshop
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